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Intention 

At Hawkchurch C of E  Primary, we follow the Understanding Christianity and Devon and 

Torbay Agreed Syllabus which asserts the importance and value of RE for all pupils. As a 

Church of England school, the principles of Christian education remain at our core. Our key 

values of Friendship, Perseverance, Respect, Honesty and Kindness, and are woven into and 

throughout our hidden curriculum and strong links are made with our school Vision and 

Ethos of ‘ Growing Together Learning Together’. Our RE curriculum is designed to help 

children to understand and engage with Christianity and to also understand and respect 

those of all faiths or none. The principal aim of RE is to explore what people believe and 

what difference this makes to how they live, so that pupils can gain the knowledge, 

understanding and skills needed to handle questions raised by religion and belief, reflecting 

on their own ideas and ways of living. RE contributes to children’s education at Hawkchurch 

C of E Primary by provoking challenging questions about meaning and purpose in life, beliefs 

in God, issues of right and wrong, and what it means to be human. Children will learn about 

religions and beliefs in local, national and global contexts. We aim to understand the way 

that religious beliefs shape our lives and our behaviour, develop the ability to make 

reasoned and informed judgements about religious and moral issues and enhance our 

spiritual, moral, social and cultural development. 

 

     Statement of intent for RE 

Our vision is: Learning Together, Growing Together 

It’s not important who does the planting, or who does the watering. What’s important is that God 

makes the seed grow. The one who plants and the one who waters work together with the same 

purpose. And both will be rewarded for their own hard work.” 1 Corinthians 3:7-8   

At Hawkchurch C of E Primary School, we endeavour to inspire all children to be independent, resilient 

and motivated in their learning, taking pride in all they do. We teach all children to be reflective 

practitioners who are able to handle difficulty and change with a growth mindset as they gain 

knowledge of the wider world in our small, rural community.   

 



 

 

Implementation  

The principal aim of RE is embedded throughout our planning to ensure that all teaching 

and learning contributes to enabling pupils to achieve this aim. The Understanding 

Christianity and  Devon and Torbay Agreed Syllabus requires that all pupils develop 

understanding of Christianity in each key stage. In addition, across the age range, pupils will 

develop understanding of the principal religions represented in the UK; Islam, Hinduism, 

Sikhism, Buddhism and Judaism. The syllabus helps with deepening pupils’ knowledge about 

religions, and develops their ‘religious literacy’. It does this by studying one religion at a time 

(‘systematic’ units), and then including ‘thematic’ units, which build on learning by 

comparing the religions, beliefs and practices studied. At Hawkchurch, our children will 

discover, explore and answer different questions about religion and learn how to develop 

and express their insights in response and to agree or disagree respectfully. We also have 

faith days throughout the year, which encourage children to think about other religions and 

festivals. 

 

Impact  

Our children at Hawkchurch enjoy learning about other religions and why people choose, or 

choose not to follow a religion. Through their R.E. learning, the children are able to make 

links between their own lives and those of others in their community and in the wider 

world. Through RE our children are developing an understanding of other people’s cultures 

and ways of life and worship, which they are then able to communicate to the wider 

community. By the time children leave Hawkchurch C of E Primary, we want our children to 

be able to articulate clearly and coherently their personal beliefs, ideas, values and 

experiences while respecting the right of others to differ. This will enable our children to 

develop their ideas, values and identities so they can participate positively, as informed, 

articulate citizens, in our society with its diverse religions and beliefs in an ever-changing 

society. 
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