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A Place to Belong: A Place to Flourish 

Matthew 13:1–23 – The Parable of the Sower 

Our school’s vision is rooted in the Parable of the Sower (Matthew 13:1–23), where Jesus 
describes how the seed—the Word of God—is sown into different types of soil. This parable 
reminds us that growth depends not only on the seed itself, but on the condition of the 
ground in which it is planted. As a Church of England school, we ensure our school 
community is a fertile ground, where the love of God, is received, nurtured, and enabled to 
flourish. 

This vision is echoed in Psalm 1, where those who delight in God’s teaching are described as 
“like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season.” Similarly, Isaiah 55 
reminds us that God’s word is like rain that waters the earth, making it “bud and flourish.” 
These images affirm that when God’s truth is received and nurtured, it leads to life, growth, 
and fruitfulness. 

 

A Place to Belong 

In the parable, the seed only thrives in good soil. This calls us to create a community where 
every individual is welcomed and valued, and where all can take root. Our understanding of 
belonging is grounded in the Christian belief that every person is made in the image of God 
(Genesis 1:27) and is deeply loved. 

Jesus’ ministry consistently demonstrated radical inclusion and welcome. In Mark 10:14, he 
says, “Let the little children come to me,” affirming the value and dignity of every child. 
Likewise, 1 Corinthians 12 teaches that we are all part of one body, where every member is 
important, belongs and is cared for with love and dignity. 

At Hawkchurch, we seek to reflect this vision by providing a safe, nurturing, and inclusive 
environment where all children and families feel they belong. As in the parable, when seeds 
are planted in good soil, they are able to take root. We believe that a strong sense of 
belonging is the foundation for growth, enabling each individual to develop confidence, 
identity, and purpose. 

 

A Place to Flourish 

The Parable of the Sower highlights that the seed sown in good soil produces a rich harvest: 
“a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown” (Matthew 13:23). This abundant growth 
reflects God’s desire for all people to flourish. 
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Jesus reinforces this vision in John 10:10: “I have come that they may have life, and have it to 
the full.” Flourishing, therefore, is not simply about achievement, but about experiencing 
fullness of life—spiritually, emotionally, socially, and academically. 

This theme is further developed in Galatians 5:22–23, where the “fruit of the Spirit”—love, 
joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control—
describes the qualities that grow in a life rooted in God. Likewise, Colossians 2:7 speaks of 
being “rooted and built up in him,” emphasising that strong foundations in Christ lead to 
growth and strength. 

At our school, flourishing means enabling every child to grow academically, personally, and 
spiritually, reaching their God-given potential. We aim to nurture resilience and 
perseverance, recognising that growth can be challenged, as seen in the parable where some 
seeds struggle among rocks and thorns. Yet, with care, support, and faith, all can grow and 
bear fruit. 

Living Out the Vision 

As a Christian community, we are called not only to grow ourselves, but to bear fruit that 
blesses others. In Matthew 5:16, Jesus encourages us to “let your light shine before others,” 
so that our lives reflect God’s goodness. Similarly, Philippians 1:6 reminds us that God 
continues to work within us, bringing growth to completion. 

Therefore, Hawkchurch Church of England Primary School seeks to be a place where: 

• God’s love is sown and nurtured  
• Every individual belongs and is valued  
• All are supported to grow and flourish  
•  Lives bear fruit that positively impacts the world 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


